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   BAPTISM
The baptism of your child : a book for Presbyterian families.  Wehrheim, Carol A.  Louisville, KY: Geneva Press, c2006.  (265.12 Wehrheim)

This booklet is intended for Presbyterian pastors and Christian educators to give to parents whose children are about to be or who have recently been baptized. It includes a baptismal certificate; questions and answers about baptism that reflect a Presbyterian and Reformed understanding of the sacrament; available space for families to store mementos of the child's baptism; and a host of suggestions for parents, families, and churches to celebrate baptism as a significant early step in the faith journey of children. (Adapted from publisher's website description)   
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   CHILD ABUSE
Safe place overview : (resources, processes, training programs ...), March 16, 2006.  Foothills Presbytery (Simpsonville, S.C.)  [Simpsonville, SC] : Foothills Presbytery, 2006.  (261.83271 Safe) 

 
This loose-leaf binder contains all printed materials distributed at a workshop held at Foothills Presbytery on March 16, 2006.   
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   CHRISTIAN SPIRITUAL LIFE
Soul feast : an invitation to the Christian spiritual life.  Thompson, Marjorie J.  Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, c2005.  (248 Thompson)

First released in 1995, this spiritual classic offers a framework for understanding the spiritual disciplines such as prayer, fasting, spiritual reading, self-examination, worship and hospitality, along with instruction for developing and nurturing those practices.   A group study guide designed for ten sessions is included in this 10th Anniversary edition. The author is the Director of Pathways Center for Spiritual Leadership at Upper Room Ministries and an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)   

Checklist of life.  Walden-Fisher, Beth, Rev.  Louisville, KY: Congregational Ministries Publishing, 2006. 

(248.4 Walden-Fisher) 

Using Erik Erikson's Eight Stages of Psychosocial Development as a reference, this study examines the human life cycle in the light of faith.   
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   DIVORCE
Shaken foundations.  Battin, Barbara L.  Louisville, KY: Witherspoon Press, c2005.   

(248.846 Battin) 

This book for young adults (ages 18-30), whose parents are divorcing offers suggestions on how to handle the emotional, spiritual and practical implications of divorce. It also includes journaling exercises to help the readers deal with the effects. --Publisher's website.   
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   HOMOSEXUALITY
Jesus, the Bible, and homosexuality : explode the myths, heal the church. Rogers, Jack Bartlett.  Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2006.  (241.66 Rogers) 

"This is an extraordinary book, arguably the best to appear in the long, drawn-out debates within the churches over homosexuality." (J. Philip Wogaman, former senior pastor of Foundry United Methodist Church, Washington, D.C.) In his powerful new book, evangelical theologian and former Moderator of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Jack Rogers argues unequivocally for equal rights in the church and in society for people who are homosexual. Throughout history, he observes, Christianity has moved towards ever greater openness and inclusiveness. Today's church is led by many of those who were once cast out: people of color, women, and divorced and remarried people. He argues that when we interpret the Bible through the lens of Jesus' redemptive life and ministry, we see that the church is called to grant equal rights to all people. Jesus, the Bible, and Homosexuality describes Rogers' own change of mind and heart on the issue. He charts the church's well-documented history of using biblical passages to oppress marginalized groups; argues for a Christ-centered reading of Scripture; debunks often repeated stereotypes about gays and lesbians; and concludes with ideas for how the church can heal itself and move forward again. A fascinating combination of personal narrative, theology, and church history, this book is essential reading for all concerned with the future of the church and the health of the nation. (Publisher's website)   
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   JESUS CHRIST 
Christ is the question.  Meeks, Wayne A.  Louisville, KY : Westminster John Knox Press, 2006.  

(232 Meeks) 

In this series of reflections on the mystery of Jesus and the questions that surround him, noted New Testament scholar Wayne Meeks redirects the course of the Jesus debates. Insisting that we cease focusing on who the historical Jesus was and ask instead, "Who Is Christ?," Meeks demonstrates with electric and lucid prose that Jesus is not a permanent artifact whose precise nature can be traced back through history but, rather, a figure whose identity continues to emerge as contemporary persons engage him in their daily lives. --Publisher's description.   
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   MISSION
A reader's guide to Transforming mission.  Nussbaum, Stan.  Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, c2005.   

(266.001 Nussbaum) 

Nussbaum offers readers a companion to bring into relief the major themes of David Bosch's classic book "Transforming mission." He offers a chapter-by-chapter introduction, complete with page references to the original for every theme developed. Written to make it easier to penetrate and grapple with the questions that define Christian mission in our age, this book includes 25 figures and diagrams. "Nussbaum. . . broadens the theological discussion of Christian mission history by bringing in perspectives that the original lacks. . . Finally, the questions at the end of each chapter encourage readers to interact with the discourse on mission history, applying it to the reader's context and theological orientation."--Frances S. Adeney, Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary (adapted from book cover)   

Embracing God's world : involving the congregation in mission.    [Louisville, KY] : Witherspoon Press, [2006?]  (266.5137 Embracing) 

This second edition of Embracing God's World: Involving the Congregation in Mission is an essential tool for mission and outreach committees. It provides strategies for shaping a church's mission program as well as steps for planning and interpreting mission and service projects. It is a hands-on resource for looking at mission form a local, national and global perspective --Publisher's description.   
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   OLDER ADULTS
Dimensions of older adult ministry : a handbook.    Louisville, KY: Witherspoon Press, c2006.  
(259.3 Morgan) 

This handbook takes up common issues surrounding the aging process, including learning in later life, nursing homes, retirement community living, elder abuse, late-life depression, Alzheimer's disease and other forms of dementia that plague older adults. There are also chapters on aging from both the Jewish and Islamic perspectives. This resource is a practical guide for caregivers and faith communities seeking help in overcoming barriers to ministering to older adults. Editor Richard L. Morgan is a contributing writer and noted author of several books on the spirituality of aging and related subjects. Other contributing writers for this book are recognized authorities in the field of older adult ministries, some are authors of other books and some serve as national leaders of seminars on aging. (Distributor's website)   
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  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - DOCTRINE
Theology for liberal Presbyterians and other endangered species.   Ottati, Douglas F.  Louisville, KY: Geneva Press, 2006.  (230.51 Ottati) 

In this witty, accessible, and concise book, theologian Doug Ottati argues that liberal Presbyterians and other liberal Protestants still have much to contribute to the contemporary world. Offering an alternative to evangelical and conservative thought that he believes now pervades the larger culture, Ottati presents what he sees as the foundations of liberal, theological thought. Writing out of the Reformed tradition and a theology of grace, he addresses current issues such as evangelism, the ordination of homosexuals, and the war on terrorism. Most important, the book is a call to liberal Presbyterians and other liberal Protestants to restate, rethink, and revise traditional theologies and beliefs in the face of contemporary knowledge and realities. This book is ideal for individual or group study. --Publisher's description.   
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   REFORMED THEOLOGY
Meditations on belonging to God : a first catechism.  Curran, Keith M.  Louisville, KY: Witherspoon Press, c2005. (238.5137 Curran) 

This volume is an excellent resource for adults to learn what it means to worship and serve Christ in the Reformed tradition. Rev. Curran has produced fifty-two meditations derived from actual sermons that he preached in his congregation, St. Andrew Presbyterian church in Suffolk, Virginia. These meditation reflect on the meanings of catechism questions in Belonging To God : a first catechism, the Presbyterian catechism for children. In choosing the children's version as subject matter for adult processing, Curran shows the complexity behind even seemingly simple statements regarding our faith. With wisdom and humor, he skillfully lifts up the theological implications for daily life for each week's meditation. (from book cover)   
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   WORSHIP
Worship and the arts : Call to worship, vol. 39.2.    Louisville, KY: Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), c2005. (264 Liturgy Vol_39.2) 

  
Introduction / Paul Galbreath -- FEATURES -- Visions and dreams in planning communion for Pentecost / Beth Waltermath -- "Come spirit come" : on art and Reformed faith / Claudio Carvalhae -- Dance / Jill Morehouse Lum -- Long, rainy afternoons in A Streetcar : evoking drama in worship / David Patton -- After the Shoah : suffering, healing, art, and the other / Carolyn H. Manosevitz -- Jesus comes to Korea : Christian arts in the Korean church / Paul Junggap Huh -- The sermon and the visual arts / Patricia Lynn Miller -- The formula of agreement : whence and whither? / Gabriel Fackre -- COLUMNS -- A pastor/s viewpoint / J. Christopher Torrey -- Worship and the arts in the small church / Doug Gebhard -- A church musician's viewpoint / Jason Asbury -- Closing portrait : Calvin's watchful eye.   

African American liturgical resources : Call to worship, vol. 39.3.    Louisville, KY: Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), c2006.  (264 Liturgy Vol_39.3) 

  
Introduction / Kimberly Bracken Long -- FEATURES -- "Somewhere I heard. . ." worship and celebrations in African American traditions / Melva Wilson Costen -- A song full of faith and hope : ritual and identity in African American worship / C. Michael Hawn -- African American spirituality / Isaiah Jones -- The Maafa / Stephany D.G. Jackson -- Homecoming / David Sharp -- Camp meetings / David Sharp -- Watch night service / David Sharp -- Gathering of the churches : choir festivals / Isaiah Jones -- African American weddings / Stephany D.G. Jackson -- Celebrating the birthday of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King / Diane Givens Moffett -- Women's history month / Stephany D. G. Jackson -- Black history month / Diane Givens Moffett -- The influence of commercialism on gospel music / Isaiah Jones -- COLUMNS -- A pastor's viewpoint / J. Christopher Torrey -- A church musician's viewpoint / Jason Asbury -- Reflections on the small church : multicultural liturgical resources and the small church / Douglas Gebhard -- Charge and blessing : o taste and see the goodness of cooking from other cultures / Peter C. Bower.   
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