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Brief History of Fort Hill Presbyterian Church  
 
 
 
On July 21, 1895, Fort Hill Presbyterian Church, the first church to serve the communities of 
Calhoun and Clemson College, was organized by the Presbytery of South Carolina, Presbyterian 
Church in the U nited States.   NÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ >ÏÙÌÅ{Ó BÁÌÌ( ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ 
ÆÌÏÏÒ ÏÆ <ÏÇÇ{Ó MÔÏÒÅ $ÎÏ× =ÁÌÈÏÕÎ =ÏÒÎÅÒÓ LÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ%*  The thirty -three charter members 
elected three elders and two deacons.   Worship services were conducted there regularly by 
their first minister, the Rev. Mr. Benjamin Palmer R eid, until April 1896, when the 
congregation occupied their newly constructed building at the cÈÕÒÃÈ{Ó ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÓÉÔÅ* 
 
Prior to that organizational meeting, Presbyterians and other early members of the faculty, 
along with their families, met in one of the partially completed buildings of the newly 
organized (1893) Clemson College.  
 
Expansion of the building and mission of Fort Hill Church was continuous until a fire on 
December 4, 1932, completely destro yed the building.   Since Clemson students had been 
worshiping in local churches instead of the college chapel from 1913 on, it was urgent that the 
building be completely restored as quickly as possible.   The local congregation and 
Presbyterians throughout the Synod of South Carolina responded generously and accomplished 
this within six months!   In the early 1960s, a new education building was constructed on the 
site of the old manse.   Presently, the buildings house not only the ongoing program of the local 
ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ( ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÏÆ @ÏÏÔÈÉÌÌÓ JÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÙ{Ó GÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÔÏ =ÌÅÍÓÏÎ OÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ* 
 
Locally, Fort Hill Church provides Christian Education opportunities through her Sunday 
church school program for all ages, through Presbyterian ministry on the c ampus of Clemson 
OÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ( ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ @ÏÏÔÈÉÌÌÓ JÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÙ{Ó =ÁÍÐ <ÕÃ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÓÈÏÒÔ-term, small 
group learning and fellowship experiences.   Service opportunities are provided to Fort Hill 
members through the various ministries of the Sessio n, Presbyterian Women, the Men of the 
Church, and various youth groups.  
 
Organizations sponsored by Fort Hill Church or using church facilities include numerous Boy 
Scout and Girl Scout troops, Good Neighbors, Men of the Church, Presbyterian Women, Youth 
Fellowship, and a variety of community organizations.  
 
Membership in Fort Hill Presbyterian Church is open to all persons who confess Jesus to be 
the Christ, the Son of God, our Lord and Savior.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



DIRECTIONS TO FORT HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

 

 

From Easley: 

 Take US-123/76 south towards Clemson 

 Turn left onto SC-133/College Avenue 

 Turn right onto Edgewood Avenue 

 The church is on your left at 101 Edgewood Avenue. 

 

From Seneca: 

 Take US-123/76 north towards Clemson 

 Turn right onto SC-133/College Avenue 

 Turn right onto Edgewood Avenue 

 The church is on your left at 101 Edgewood Avenue. 

 

From I -85: 

 Take exit 19B towards Clemson 

 Take the SC-93 ramp 

 Turn left onto SC-93/Old Greenville Hwy 

 Turn right onto SC-133/College Avenue 

 Turn left onto Edgewood Avenue 

 The church is on your left at 101 Edgewood Avenue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

81
st
 STATED MEETING 

Foothills Presbytery 

2:00 P.M., Sunday, November 6, 2011 

Fort Hill Presbyterian Church 

Clemson, South Carolina 

 

** Orientation for new Elder Commissioners will be held at 1:45 P.M.**  

 

Note: Items in italics are part of the Consent Agenda 

 

A. Call to Order and Establishment of a Quorum ï Elder Nancy Welch, Moderator   2:00 

       First Church, Greer 

 

B. Welcome 

 Acknowledgement of Visitors and Elders attending for the first time 

 

C. Worship Service  2:15 

 

D. Presentation and Adoption of Docket  2:35 

 

E. Report of the Stated Clerk  2:40 

 1. Communications 

 2. Institutional Reports  

 

F. Constitutional Committees 

 1. Committee on Ministry ï The Rev. Dennis Tedder  2:50 

 2. Examinations Commission ï The Rev. George Harper   

 3. Nominations Committee ï Elder Raymond Morris, First Spartanburg  3:00 

 4. Committee on Representation 

 5. Committee on Preparation ï The Rev. Rachel Matthews  3:05 

 6. Permanent Judicial Commission ï The Rev. Nancy Blakely 

 

G. Presbytery Council Report ï The Rev. Charles Blakely, Chair of Council  3:15 

 1. Mission Team ï The Rev. Amos Workman  3:25 

 2. Congregational Transformation Team 

 3. Education Team ï Elder Jeanne Peake, John Knox  3:55 

 4. Inspiration & Support Team ï Ms. Fran Bagwell, First Spartanburg 

 5. Governing Body Team ï Elder Elizabeth Jones, Mt. Zion 

 6. Finance & Stewardship Team ï Elder Dick Christopher, Central  4:10 

 7. Campus Ministry ï The Rev. Julie Meredith 

 8. New Church Development Team ï The Rev. David Bailey  4:20 

 9. Unity & Community Team ï The Rev. Marc Mason  4:35 

          10. Outdoor Ministries Board ï The Rev. Mel Davis 

          11. Cultural Context Team ï The Rev. Dale Youngs 

 

 

H. Other Board and Committee Reports  

 1. Racial Ethnic Cabinet 

 2. Presbytery Youth Council 

 



I.  Any New Business 

 

Action on Minutes: That the Stated Clerk, the Associate Stated Clerk, and the Moderator 

 be empowered to read and approve the minutes  4:55 

 

Adjournment and Closing Prayer  5:00 

 

 

NEXT STATED MEETING  

February 21, 2012 ï 9:00 AM 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Travelers Rest, South Carolina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Committee on Ministry Report 

November 6, 2011 

 

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION  

 

The Committee on Ministry has approved: 

 

1. The renewal of the relationship between the session of Fourth Presbyterian Church and 

the Rev. Bruce Meyer.  The Rev. Meyer serves as interim pastor. 

 

2. The renewal of the relationship between the session of Rock Hill Church (Norris) and 

the Rev. James McDowell.  The Rev. McDowell serves as stated supply. 

 

3. The relationship between the session of the Flat Rock Church and the Rev. Allyson 

Helvie.  The Rev. Helvie serves as temporary supply pastor. 

 

4. The Commissioned Ruling Elder agreement between the session of the St. Andrews 

Church and Elder Jeff Gilstrap.  The agreement is for three years. 

 

5. The transfer of the Rev. David Renwick to National Capital Presbytery, where he has 

accepted a call to the National Presbyterian Church. 

 

6. The renewal of the relationship between the session of First Church, Greer and the Rev. 

Brandi Casto-Waters.  The Rev. Casto-Waters serves as stated supply pastor. 

 

7. The relationship between the sessions of the Pelzer and Williamston Churches and the 

Rev. A.J. Ochart, contingent upon the dissolution of his relationship with the Trinity 

Church in Travelers Rest, where he serves as associate pastor. 

 

8. The transfer of the Rev. George Moore to the Presbytery of Wyoming, where he will 

serve as an interim pastor.  The Rev. Moore has concluded his service as interim 

associate pastor at First Church Greenville. 

 

9. The retirement of the Rev. Bob Jones from his relationship with the session of First 

Church Greenville, effective Dec. 31, 2011.  The Rev. Jones serves as interim associate 

pastor. 

 

The Committee on Ministry reports: 

 

1. That triennial visits have been made to the following sessions:  St. Andrews, Pendleton, 

Piedmont, Belton and Seneca. 

 

2. That ñA Sacred Trust: Boundary Issues for Clergy and Spiritual Teachers,ò a special 

training event provided by the Committee on Ministry, the Sexual Ethics Team and the 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry is scheduled for November 14 at the Eastminster 

Church in Simpsonville. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Committee on Ministry recommends: 

 

 That Presbytery concur with the request of the congregation of the Fort Hill Church to grant the 

Rev. James Richardson the status of Minister Emeritus.  The Rev. Richardson is honorably retired. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

     Dennis Tedder, Moderator 

 
Members of Committee on Ministry:  Ernie Gray, George Harper, Doug Gilstrap, Dennis Tedder, Joy Shackelford, Karen 

Hancock, Marshall Kowalski, Allen McSween, Susan Smith, Brandi Casto Waters, Ken Roper, Paul Petersen, Sadie 

Goldsmith, Mary Starnes, Dana Tate, Jean Weaver, Bill Arthur, Jeff Smith, John Broadwell, Lori Malvern, Sam Inman, 

Richard Gibbons, ex-officio: Mary Morrison, George Wilkes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Nominations Committee Report 

November 6, 2011 

 

The Nominations Committee places the following names in nomination: 

 

Foothills Presbytery Moderator Elect ï Julie Schaaf (M) 

 

Campus Ministry Team 

 Donna Foster (L) to replace Bobby Skelton, Class of 2014 

 Re-elect to Class of 2014 ï Phil Hargrove (M), Doug Presley (L) 

 

Committee on Ministry 

 Laura Conrad (M) to replace Ernie Gray, Class of 2014 

 Jim Seeley (L) to replace Doug Gilstrap, Class of 2014 

 Re-elect George Harper (M), Class of 2013 

 Re-elect Dennis Tedder (M), Class of 2012 

 Re-elect Joy Shackelford (L), Karen Hancock (L), Class of 2014 

 

Committee on Preparation 

 Patrick Jinks (M) to replace Julie Schaaf, Class of 2014 

 Peggy Clark (L) to fill vacancy in Class of 2012 

 Gene McLeod (L) to fill vacancy in Class of 2014 

 Re-elect to Class of 2014 - Al Masters (M), Phil Lyles (L), Lin Dearing (L),  

  Wayne Cole (M) 

 Co-Chairs of Committee ï Peggy Swann (M), Chris Berardi (M) 

 

Education Team 

 Brooke Presley (L) to replace Will Nickles, Class of 2014 

 Susan Tompkins (L) to replace Mel Davis, Class of 2014 

 David Sutton (M) to fill vacancy in Class of 2013 

 Chair of Team ï Craig Foster (M) 

 

Finance Team 

 Scott Neely (L) to replace Walter Cook, Class of 2014 

 Re-elect John Hopkins (L) to Class of 2014 

 

Governing Body Team 

 Re-elect to Class of 2014 ï Carol Kendall (L), Judy Taetz (L), Jim Williams (L) 

 

Inspiration & Support Team 

 Allyson Helvie (M) to replace Sylvia Woodall, Class of 2014 

 Doug Gilstrap (L) to replace Lindsay Graham, Class of 2012 

 Chair of Team ï Buz Wilcoxon (M)    Vice-Chair ï Lindsay Hatch (M) 

 

Mission Team 

 Pat Tatham (L) to replace Arthur Phillips, Class of 2014 

 Julie Meredith (M) to replace Deborah Broadwell, Class of 2013 

 Re-elect to Class of 2014 ï Ralph May (M), Eric Thomas (L) 

 

 



 

Outdoor Ministries Team 

 Re-elect to Class of 2014 ï Morton White (M), Ginna Lister (L), Debbie Foster (M) 

 

Permanent Judicial Commission 

 Class of 2017 ï Tom Thomson (L), Anne Ellefson (L), Ernie Gray (M) 

 

Sexual Ethics Team 

 Mary Cunningham Gause (M) to replace Dottie Metropol, Class of 2014 

 

Unity and Community Team 

 Chris Herrin (M) to fill vacancy in Class of 2013 

 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

     Raymond Morris, Moderator 

 
Members of Nominations Committee:  Mike Templeton, Jim Holland, Beth Hoskins, Raymond Morris, Debbie Foster, 

Harriett Salley, Anna Johnson, Deborah Broadwell, Joe Bonner, Gordon Raynal, Anna Smith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR M INISTRY  REPORT 

November 6, 2011 

 
The Committee on Preparation for Ministry reports: 

 On July 28, 2011, we approved Annual Consultation for Landon Hammett (First, Spartanburg). 

 On September 22, 2011, we approved Annual Consultation with Jonathon Britt (John Knox) and Annual 

Consultation with Scott Neely (First Spartanburg).   

 We received a request that Sara Varnado be transferred in good standing as a Candidate Certified Ready 

to Receive a Call to Presbytery of Western North Carolina and recommend that request to the Presbytery.  

 We examined Elizabeth Meador (Westminster, Greenville) for Candidacy and recommend her to the 

Presbytery to be examined for Candidacy retroactive to September 22, 2011.  

 We had a Final Assessment with Jeff Smith (First, Spartanburg) and certified him ready to receive a call 

pending the completion of CPE this fall. 

 

The Committee on Preparation for Ministry recommends:  

 

1. We recommend that Sara Varnado (Fort Hill), who is a Candidate in good standing and Certified 

Ready to Receive a Call, be transferred to the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. 

2. We recommend that Elizabeth Meador (Westminster, Greenville) be examined for Candidacy by 

Presbytery with her Candidacy date retroactive to September 22, 2011.  

  

                 Respectfully Submitted, 
             

                Rachel Matthews, Moderator 

 

Current Members of the Foothills CPM 
 

Class of 2011 Class of 2012 Class of 2013 

Rev. Wayne Cole Rev. Rachel Matthews Mrs. Genevieve Brown  

Rev. Julie Schaaf Mrs. Nancy Dykes Dr. Bill Burns 
Mr. Phil Lyles Rev. Chris Berardi Mr. David Quattlebaum 

Rev. Al Masters Mrs. Agnes Williams Rev. Joseph Gaston 

Dr. Lin Dearing Rev. John Hallman Rev. Dottie Metropol 

Rev. Mary Morrison, Staff  Rev. Peggy Swann 



List of Students Currently Under Care of Foothills CPM 

Inquirers (12) 

Date of 

Inquiry   Name                Church                        Educational Status                                Liaison to CPM 

06.23.11   Erin Gaston          John Knox Columbia Sem. (1
st
 year 11-12) Peggy Swann 

05.26.11   Stan Reid   Westminster (Greenville)           Princeton Sem. (1
st
 year 11-12) Lin Dearing 

04.28.11   Anna George        Eastminster Union Pres Sem. (1
st
 year 11-12) Joseph Gaston 

02.24.11   Ridgley Beckett    First, Spartanburg Princeton Sem. (1
st
 year 11-12)         Genevieve Brown 

11.18.10   Chris Bailey    Westminster (Greenville) Princeton Sem. (2
nd

 year, 11-12) Bill Burns 

10.28.10   Charmaine Smith-Miles   Midway Union Pres ï Chlt (2
nd

 year 11-12)  Wayne Cole 

07.22.10   Terri Price     St Giles Union Pres ï Chlt (2
nd

 year 11-12) Wayne Cole 

07.22.10   Jonathon Britt      John Knox Princeton Sem. (2
nd

 year, 11-12) Julie Schaaf 

05.27.10   Er in Foster    Fourth Princeton (intern 2
nd

 year 11-12) Chris Berardi 

06.24.10   Landon Hammett First, Spartanburg Union Pres ï Chlt (3
rd
 year 11-12) Al Masters 

09.17.09   Scott Neely    First, Spartanburg 2006 Grad of Harvard Divinity           Agnes Williams 

06.27.02   Kevin Price   Fountain Inn Erskine Sem. (10
th
 year 11-12)       David Quattlebaum 

 

In Transition from Inquiry to Candidacy (1)  

Date of 

Inquiry   Name                Church                        Educational Status                              Liaison to CPM 

 

08.26.10   Elizabeth Meador Westminster (Greenville) 2011 Grad of Columbia Sem.            Dottie Metropol  

 

Candidates (14) 

Candidacy  

Date    Name                  Church                        Educational Status                                Liaison to CPM 

05.26.11 Mairi Renwick      First, Spartanburg 2011 Grad of Union Pres. Sem.  Wayne Cole 

05.01.11 Melissa Krabbe     Seneca Erskine Sem. (3
rd
 year 11-12) Chris Berardi 

05.01.11 George Moxley      Westminster (Fernwood) 2011 Grad of Princeton Sem.  John Hallman 

05.01.11 Kristin Reinhold   Fort Hill Columbia Sem. (4
th
 year 11-12)         Rachel Matthews 

02.15.11 Claire George   Eastminster Union Pres. Sem. (3
rd
 year 11-12) Al Masters 

11.07.10 Michael McCaulley Mt. Zion 2011 Grad of Erskine Sem.  Julie Schaaf 

04.29.10 Kathryn Lee* X      First, Spartanburg 2011 Grad of Princeton Sem.            Genevieve Brown 

04.25.10 Claire Ripley*       First, Greenville 2010 Grad of Erskine Sem.             David Quattlebaum 

02.16.10 Lauren Slingerland* First, Greer 2011 Grad of Columbia Sem.              Agnes Williams 

11.01.09 Jeff Smith*   First, Spartanburg Union PresðChlt. (5
th
 year 11-12)      Dottie Metropol  

05.30.09 David Howell*      John Knox  2010 Grad of Erskine Sem. Chris Berardi 

08.19.08 Caroline Wood*   Williamston 2009 Graduate of Princeton Sem. Nancy Dykes 

04.27.08 Justin Cazel*  John Knox 2010 Graduate of Erskine Sem. Wayne Cole  

11.06.05 Sara Varnado*      Fort Hill 2007 Graduate of Columbia Sem.      Rachel Matthews 

 

(* Signifies ñCertified Ready for Ordination Pending a Callò) 

(X Signifies Call Pending) 

(> Signifies request to withdraw from Inquiry) 

 

 In addition to the above, we are in conversation with 4 people in some stage of applying for Inquirer status. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Elizabeth Meador ï Statement of Faith 

 

I believe in one Triune God ï Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  I believe that God in Three Persons, 

although distinct and not divided, is holy, sovereign, merciful, and abiding in steadfast love.  In 

our calling as the church, the people of God are blessed to enjoy and glorify our Triune God 

forever. 

 

I believe that God spoke the world into being, creating the world and all that is in it good.  In 

Godôs own image, human beings were created to live with each other and God in community.  

But in our own sin and brokenness, humanity turned its back on God, causing separation 

between us and the Divine.  In Godôs infinite mercy and sovereign love, the Holy One 

covenanted with the children of Israel to redeem creation, sending prophets as a reminder of 

Godôs steadfast love.  Always steadfast in sovereign love, God has named us heirs with Christ of 

the covenant. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, the ultimate expression of Godôs sovereign love.  Son of God and child 

of Mary, Christ was fully human and fully divine ï God incarnate, and yet still God with us.  

Jesus came to us at a particular place in time and engaged in holy community with his family and 

friends, showing humanity what it means to live out our lives as the covenant people of God.  At 

the same time, Christ came to us sinless, the perfect sacrifice for our sins.  Jesus Christ was 

killed by sinners and for sinners, and yet the power of sin could not contain him.  In Godôs 

steadfast sovereign love, Christ conquered death and was raised from the grave.  In him we have 

new life, and are blessed to call him Savior and Lord. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, our advocate, sustainer, and guide as we endeavor to live gratefully 

as Godôs forgiven people through Christ.  The Holy Spirit cleanses and claims us in Baptism and 

unites us with Christ and each other in the Lordôs Supper.  Through the Holy Spirit, the church 

knows the two Sacraments to be the sign and seal of Godôs grace and Scripture to be the revealed 

Word of God.  I believe that the Spirit convicts, comforts, and calls us to lives of Christian 

discipleship, empowering us with spiritual gifts and opening our eyes to the understanding of 

Scripture.  Through the power of the Spirit moving through the church today, we are called to 

ministry and renewed for mission as the church. 

 

I believe in the church, the body of Christ made of believers from every time and place.  In 

worship we join together as a joyful community, knowing that we have been raised to new life in 

Christ in Baptism and renewed for our mission in the world through the Lordôs Supper.  Christ is 

our head, our foundation, and our hope.  With the help of the Holy Spirit, the church is able to 

humbly profess Christ as Lord through the reading and preaching of the Word, the administration 

of the Sacraments, the mutual support of fellow believers, and faithful ministry to a suffering and 

broken world.  As Godôs covenant people, striving to embody Godôs steadfast love for the world, 

the church works with conviction and compassion toward the coming Kingdom, awaiting the day 

that Christ will return in glory.   

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


