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Foothills Presbytery Church Highlights:

Opportunities in Greenville

To learn more about Bread for the World

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 - 7:00 - 8:00 pm
Furman University, Greenville, South Carolina

Come meet the Rev, David Beckman, President of Bread for the World. Rev. Beckman will
deliver Furman's annual Lilly Lecture on the theme of "Personal Calling, Global
Perspective.”

Saturday, April 16, 2011 - 9:30 am - 12:00 pm

Attend the Greenville Offering of Letters workshop at Harvest Hope Food Bank,

2818 White Horse Road, Greenville, SC 29611.

There will be an optional food bank tour at 9:00 am. Please RSVP at www.bread.org/events
[http://r20.rsé.net/tn. jsp2llr=8ddturbabdet=11051293711734s=2794e=0011F1 T7jVoJrU

QAIwWN,W-

plyhwnI4z0wX2XmpOgq TSUNjzLnWsjtL YORcZkmrHwEF77g8Qn3M50gId4gzzndXkl7png
E42Ey8A09X0TplaEL Aol iIXESfwQIw==].

EVERYONE IS INVITED AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND!

Please call or Email Me: If I can assist your church committees on environmental
issues and/or exploration into the reduction of resource uses, please contact me at
864-224-0677 or email id mhc@clemson.edu.

With prior arrangements, I am available to lead Moment with Children, Minute for Mission,
Wednesday night program or other opportunities to share God's love and explore our
response to His Love in caring for our world.
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South Carolina Master Naturalist News:

Recycle

It makes a difference. An aluminum can made from a recycled can, rather than from new
aluminum, saves the same amount of energy needed to run a television for three hours.
Recycled paper uses only 60 percent of the energy used when making paper from new
resources. Steel recycling in the United States each year saves enough energy to supply
Los Angeles with nearly a decade's worth of electricity.

When you turn on the tap today or take a sip of water, offer a prayer of thanks for the
gift of water and offer a prayer of concern for those who don't have water today.

Learn what plants are native to your bioregion and plant them around your home or on your
church’s grounds instead of invasive grasses, flowers, and trees. Native plants are better
adapted to grow with the amount of rain typical in your area, which means you can water
less. Critters know how fo use native plants for their advantage.

For information on how to make and use your own composting drum you can visit humerous
websites such as eHow.com (http://www.ehow.com/how_ 4778197 build-gallon-compost-
drum.html); WikiHow (http://www.wikihow.com/Build-a-Tumbling-Composter), or simply use
Google (keywords: how to build a compost drum).

What's happening in April (Flora/Fauna):

Jones Gap: In bloom on 4/9/11

Star Chickweed

Foam Flower

Mountain Magnolia, M. fraseri

Yellow Buckeye, Aesculus flava
Dogwood, Cornus florida

Gorges Rhododendron, R. minus
Long-Spurred Violet, V. rostrata
Halberdleaf Yellow Violet, V. hastata
Common Blue Violet, V. sororia
Confederate Violet, V. priceana

Sweet White Violte, V. blanda
Sweetshrub, Calycanthus floridus
Jack-in-the-pulpit, Arisaema triphyllum
Dwarf Crested Iris, Iris cristata
Solomon's Seal, Polygonatum biflorum
Pseudo Solomon's Seal, Smilacina racemosa
Catesby's Trillium, T. catesbaei
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Vasey's Trillium, T. vaseyi

Sweet Betsy, T. cuneatum

Doghobble, Leucothoe fontanesiana

Buffalo Nut, Pyrularia pubera (almost blooming)
Rue Anemone, Thalictrum thalictroides

Bear Corn, Conopholis americana

Sessileleaf Bellwort, Uvularia sessilifolia

Stevens Creek Heritage Preserve, 4/10/11
Birds heard: Broadwinged Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Black & White warbler, pine
warbler, Hooded Warbler, N. Parula, Red Bellied Woody, Red-eyed Vireo.

Flowers in Bloom:

Plantainleaf Pusseytoes, Antennaria plantaginifolia
Common Yellow Wood Sorrel, Oxalis stricta

Violet Wood Sorrel, Oxalis viiolacea

Yellow Jassamine, Gelsemium sempervirens
Common Golden Alexanders, Zizia aurea

Sweet Cicely, Osmorhiza claytonii

Blue-Eyed Grass, Sisyrinchium sp.

Spiderwort, Tradescantia sp.

False Rue Anemone, Enemion biternatum

Shooting Star, Dodecatheon meadia

Wild Geranium, 6. maculatum

Spring Beauty, Claytonia virginica

Lanceleaf Trillium, T. lancifolium (one had four leaves & flower)
Pale Yellow Trillium, Trillium discolor

Golden Ragwort, Senecio aureus

Painted Buckeye, Aesculus sylvatica

Bladdernut, Staphylea trifolia

Wild Ginger, Asarum canadense

Miccosukie Gooseberry, Ribes echinellum

and much more not in bloom.

BUY LOCALLY GROWN FOODS Conventional produce travels an average o f 1500 miles
before reaching your home. Local goods spend less time on a truck, reducing carbon
dioxide emissions. Additionally, the fruit and veggies are more nutrient-rich because
they've had limited exposure to air, light and temperature fluctuation.
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WALK HOME Walking a mile burns 100 calories, and for each one you don't drive, you'll
prevent a pound of carbon dioxide form being emitted into the atmosphere.

LIMIT THE DRIVE-THRU Fast-food meals contain about 827 calories—and their pack-
aging takes up 15% of landfills.

EARTH DAY 2011—April 22

Earth Day was started to bring awareness of environ-mental issues, concerns, and ways to
sustain our natu-ral resources. In recognition of the power of millions of individual actions,
Earth Day 2011 will be organ-ized around A Billion Acts of Green®: Personal, organizational
and corporate pledges to live and act sustainably. At over 45 million actions to date, A
Billion Acts of Green® campaign, the largest environmental service campaign in the world,
is steadily building commitments by in-dividuals, corporations, and governments in honor of
Earth Day. A Billion Acts of Green® in-spires and rewards both simple individual acts and
larger organizational initiatives that fur-ther the goal of measurably reducing carbon
emissions and supporting sustainability. The goal is to register one billion actions in
advance of the Earth Summit in Rio in 2012. A Billion Acts of Green® website quantifies
acts of green through an easy-to-use online registration tool. A Billion Acts of Green®
demonstrates the kind of environmental impact that can be made when millions of people,
corporations and organizations make commitments, both small and large, to better their
environment. To learn more about Earth Day 2011, visit www.earthday.org/earth-day-2011

Friday, April 22 - Earth Day. Talk with your church about celebrating Earth Day on a
Sunday near that date (which falls on Good Friday this year). The National Council of
Churches Eco-Justice Program<http://nccecojustice.org/> produces excellent Earth Day
Sunday resources
<http://nccecojustice.org/resources/index.php#earthdaysundayresources> each year.
This year's theme is "Where Two or More are Gathered: Eco-Justice as Community."
Download the resource
<http://nccecojustice.org/resources/index.php#earthdaysundayresources>,

which explores the importance of community and shares information on how churches can
work in community for eco-justice in the areas of food, water, and air. Materials include
sermon starters, a bulletin insert, and ideas for church action.

Friday, April 22 - SC Botanical Gardens Earth Day Open House - Join Garden and
Museum staff in celebrating our planet and its other inhabitants, while learning ways to
protect its resources. Many strategies are fun and often save money! We'll discuss
climate change, sustainable gardening, and conservation of energy and water, all in a
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format for children and families. Themed activities for families include t-shirt painting,
herb planting, conservation games, and more. For more information and a detailed
schedule, visit http://www.clemson.edu/public/geomuseum/programs/index.html

Fee: FREE with a recyclable item (e-waste accepted!)

Time: 10 am. - 2 p.m.

Location: Bob Campbell Geology Museum and Fran Hanson Discovery Center, Clemson
University Campus

Saturday, April 23 - Discover your Watershed day! These organizations are involved in
the planning: Upstate Forever, SPACE, STWD, Clemson Extension, Tyger River Foundation,
SWCD, NRCS, Spartanburg County, SPC, SPATS, and the Watershed Ecology Center.

A major component of the event will be guided kayak tours of the lake. Kayak rentals are
free and anyone that pre-registers and shows up gets a canoe/kayak pass good for Lyman
Lake and Lake Cooley for the rest of the year. There will be tour guides offering tours as
a group fills up and limit the guide to participant ratio to 1:10. There are some key points
important to water quality that we have agreed need to be addressed such as buffers,
lawn management best practices, non-point source runoff, native plants/non-native, flora
and fauna encountered, etc.

For more information,

See http://www.spartanburgparks.org/documents/DiscoverYourWatershedDay.pdf

Tread Lightly for Lent 2011 Calendar

Lent is a time to reflect on what it means to live based on Christ’s ministry. As part of this reflection we
repent, often giving up an item or two that we consider a treat. This Lenten Calendar urges us to take
this spiritual discipline a step further: to refrain from some practices that damage God’s earth, while
learning about earth care issues and taking action that will honor Christ’s teachings about caring for
creation.

Throughout the season of Lent we will learn about eco-justice (assuring justice for creation and all
humans that live in it) and be challenged to take action on the issues of waste, energy, water,
consumption, and food. There are ideas for action by congregations as well as individuals.

Our call to eco-justice is rooted in the human vocation of tilling and keeping the garden (Genesis 2:15)
and Christ’s teachings to work on behalf of the most vulnerable, for environmental impacts are felt most
by those living in poverty. The more we do our part to till and keep the garden, the more we work for
eco-justice.

To share about your journey while “Treading Lightly for Lent,” visit the Presbyterian Environmental
Ministries Facebook page at www.facebook.com/pcusa.environment
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Follow Environmental Ministries on the Eco-Journey blog at
http://pre sbyterian.typepad.com/ecojourney/

For more information contact:

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Environmental Ministries
WWW.pcusa.org/environment
environment@pcusa.org

(800) 728-7228 x5624

The complete illustrated Calendar can be found at
http://www.pcusa.org/media/uploads/environment/pdf/lentcalendarnew.pdf

For easy editing, the words on the calendar for each day are included below.

April 10
9 Have your next church event at a Presbyterian Camp and Conference Cerdad experience
God’s creation. www.bookaretreat.com
April 11
1 Switch to nontoxic cleaning productsike baking soda. It’s eco friendly, healthier for you, and
cheaper. Learn more at www.eartheasy.com/live__nontoxic_solutions.htm
April 12
9 Take a shorter shower todayake this a routine and buy a low flow showerhead. Older
showers use 7 gallons of water a minute, versus 2.5 gallons a minute for low-flow models.’
April 13
9 Learn about environmental racisnand research related issues in your community. Start at
www.nccecojustice.org/justice
April 14
1 End “phantom” loads: use a power stripto turn off electronics that use energy even when they
are off, like TVs, DVD players, and computers. Unplug cell phone chargers when they are not in
use.
April 15
9 Learn about the Presbyterian Hunger Program’s Campaign for Fair Fooat
www.pcusa.org/fairfoodAsk grocery stores to address exploitative wages and working
conditions for farm workers.
April 16
9 Plant seeds for a garden, even a window gardétit is too early to plant in your region, plan
for your garden at www.almanac.com/content/beginnersvegetablegarden

April 17
9 Find resources for incorporating earth care into your worgtirom the Web of Creation at
www.webofcreation.org/Worship/resources.htm
April 18
9 Help reduce the number— approximately 100 billion— of single use plastic bags used each year
in the U.S."™ Carry reusable bagsvith you.
April 19
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1 Never dump anything down a storm drain, and find a proper disposal site for household
hazardous wastesike paints, motor oil, and pesticides at www.earth911.com/lazardous
April 20
9 Take action to end the root causes of hungerany of which are linked to environmental
justice issues. Visit the Presbyterian Hunger Program Take Action page at
www.pcusa.org/huger/take-action
April 21
1 Check your doors and windows for lealtsth a ribbon or feather and add weather stripping if
necessary. Learn more about home sealing at www.energystar.gov/indexfm?c=diy.diy _index
April 22
1 Compost food scrapsnd use them for gardening rather than sending them to the landfill. Learn
more about composting at www.howtocompost.org
April 23
1 Contemplate the environmetal lifestyle changeshat you have made throughout Lent, and
make a plan to integrate these into your life in the long term. Share about your journey with
friends and family.

For Further Learning and Action

9 Sign up for the Eco-Notes e-newsletter from Environmental Ministries at
http://www.pcusa.org/ecenotes

1 Lead a study on the biblical and theological basis for eco-justice at your church with resources at
http://www.pcusa.org/environment

1 Look into serving fair trade coffee through the Presbyterian Coffee Project at your church at
http://www.pcusa.org/coffee

9 Organize a light bulb swap to change out incandescent light bulbs with CFLs in a low income
neighborhood. The National Council of Churcheslistice Program offers tips for this at
http://www.nccecojustice.org/carbonreduction/cyouthgroupcfl.php?

9 Find a more complete list of ideas for church earth care activities in the Earth Care
Congregations guide at www.pcusa.org/earthcare.congregations/

Sources:

1. Wastes—Non-Hazardous Wastes—US EPA. www.epa.gov/epawaste/nonhaz/index.htm

2. Bottled Water, Bad for People and the Environment—Food & Water Watch.
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/water/ bottled/facts/bottleevater-bad-for-peopleand
the environment/

3. Light bulbs (CFLs): Energy Star.
www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=find _a_product.showProductGroup&pgw code=LB

4. Why Meatless? www.meatlessmonday.com/whmeatless/

5. Myths and Facts—Idle Free Louisville—Louisvilleky.gov.
www.louisvilleky.gov/APCD/Idling/MythsAndFacts.htm

6. How You Can Save Energy. www.tvakids.com/electricity/conservation.htm

7. Top 10 Tips for Renters: Energy Star.
www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.es_at _home_tips renters10

8. Gas Mileage Tips—Keeping Your Car in Shape. www.fueleconomy.qgov/feg/maintain.shtmi

9. Community Science Action Guides. www.fi.edu/gude/schutte/howmuch.html

10. Resuseit.com. www.reuseit.com/learrmore/top-facts/plasticbagfacts
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Become an Earth Care Congregation

Is your church involved in caring for God's creation? Are you looking for resources to start caring
for the earth? Either way, the new Earth Care Congregations program can help your church with
this mission.

The goal of the program is to inspire churches to care for God's earth ina
holistic way, through integrating earth care into all of church life. Earth Care
Congregations: A Guide to Greening Presbyterian Churches provides
congregations with worksheets, resources, and instructions for becoming an
Earth Care Congregation. The Earth Care Congregation certification honors
churches that make the commitment to be stewards of God's earth and
encourages others to follow their example.

To become an Earth Care Congregation churches affirm the Earth Care Pledge to integrate
environmental practices and thinking into all facets of their church life and complete projects and
activities in the fields of worship, education, facilities, and outreach.

The list of Earth Care Congregations is growing. Twelve PC(USA) churches have been honored as
Earth Care Congregations for their commitment to caring for God's creation. Congratulations to
these congregations. Learn more about the program and add your church’'s name fo the list.

If you missed the "Earth Care Congregations and How ENERGY STAR Can Help" webinar in October,
you can view it and listen to the audio here. Learn more about the offerings from ENERGY STAR
for Congregations, a program of the Environmental Protection Agency.

Other links of interest

Download a study guide on biblical and theological Foundations for Eco-Justice.

Support Environmental Ministries

2011 Events Calendar - some events/dates that might be of interest

April 22 - Earth Day - - see paragraph above for more details.

April 23 - Discover your Watershed day - see paragraph above for more details.
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June 20-26 Earth Honoring Faith Series
http://www.ghostranch.org/courses--retreats/earth-honoring-faith.html

The fourth session in a ten year series at Ghost Ranch Abiquiu, NM is themed This Planet as
Paradise: Beauty & Ecological Restoration.

August 31 - September 3 Presbyterians for Earth Care Conference
http://presbyearthcare.org/events2.html

The conference will be held at Highlands Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center in Allenspark, CO.
The theme for 2011 is God's Earth: Too Big to Fail? An Eco-Justice Conversation on Faith, Science
and Culture.
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