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Foothills Presbytery Church Highlights:  

   Join the Environmental Ministries Action Network 

Environmental Ministries is launching the Environmental Ministries Action Network 

(EMAN), which is open to anyone who is involved in environmental stewardship in their 

congregation and/or presbytery. The goal of EMAN is to inspire and equip Presbyterians to 

care for God’s earth and to increase the channels of communication between 

Environmental Ministries and congregations and presbyteries with environmental 

stewardship programs.   

Participants in EMAN will work with their churches and/or presbyteries to care for God’s 

creation. PC(USA) Environmental Ministries will be in regular communication with EMAN 

participants to provide them with tools and resources for this work. Participants will be 

eligible to apply for funds to use on environmental stewardship projects in their church or 

presbytery. 

Learn more and sign up to join the Environmental Ministries Action Network. 

Welcome to the Newest Foothills EMAN member!  

John Spragins, Fort Hill Presbyterian Church, Clemson, SC 

 

Celebrate Earth Day Sunday 

Many Presbyterian Churches celebrated Earth Day Sunday this spring. Read 

about some of these celebrations on the Environmental Ministries Eco-Journey 

blog. If your church celebrated Earth Day Sunday and you would like to share 

your story, please email me, Katie Holmes. If it didn’t work out for your church to have a 

service focused on environmental stewardship near Earth Day, it is never too late to 

incorporate caring for God’s creation into your worship. Find resources to use any Sunday. 
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Become involved in environmental advocacy 

Are you looking for ways to be involved in environmental advocacy? Here are some ways to 

stay updated on environmental issues: 

¶ The National Council of Churches Eco-Justice Program offers frequent 

environmental action alerts under Take Action• on their website and through their 

e-newsletter. 

¶ The Eco-Journey blog includes an Advocacy category, with opportunities to get 

involved. 

¶ The PC(USA) Office of Public Witness offers a Legislative Action Center with current 

issues, including some environmental topics. 

Other links of interest  

Register for the Presbyterians for Earth Care Conference 

Learn about Earth Care Congregations – For more information, see below 

Support Environmental Ministries  

 

Please Call or Email Me:  If I can assist your church committees on environmental issues 
and/or exploration into the reduction of resource uses, please contact me at  
864-224-0677 or email id mhc@clemson.edu. 
 
With prior arrangements, I am available to lead Moment with Children, Minute for Mission, 
Wednesday night program or other opportunities to share God’s love and explore our 
response to His Love in caring for our world.     
 
Are you interested in working together as a EMAN Taskforce to help our churches become 
more active?  Let me know at mhc@clemson.edu.   

 
South Carolina Master Naturalist News:  
 
Rhododendron, Mountain Laurel, Flame Azalea, Mountain Azalea, Rose Trillium, Blackberry 
blossoms are all beautiful and outdoing themselves at Buc Outdoor Center! 
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Make plans to visit and view the beauty as soon as possible! 
 
Audubon’s emphasis:  
  
2011 STATE OF THE BIRDS REPORT 
America's public lands and waters, ranging from national wildlife 
refuges to national parks to national forests, offer significant 
opportunities to halt or reverse the decline of many species. Read 
more: 
http://www.audubonaction.org/site/R?i=3zi4UcfUzBLz_BJBwb4SVA.. 
 
EPA TACKLES AIR TOXICS 
As the battle continues on who controls our air, it's a grassroots vs. 
corporate polluters battle and our numbers count! The Environmental 
Protection Agency is working to protect public health with a new rule 
to reduce toxic air pollution-and they need to hear from you. 
Read more: 
http://www.audubonaction.org/site/R?i=3vx53_O0ITGf-7nmC57m1w.. 
 
RESTORE ACT WILL DIRECT BP FINES TO GULF RESTORATION 
Audubon is working with U.S. Senators from the Gulf Coast to ensure 
that penalties levied against BP and its drilling partners under the 
Clean Water Act will be used to restore the communities and ecosystems 
most directly impacted by the oil spill. If Congress does not act, the 
penalty fines will go into the General Treasury and will not be 
available for restoration efforts. Read more: 
http://www.audubonaction.org/site/R?i=Mc-ZcXHzl8skMxF9Gbq_jw.. 
 
ALASKA'S BEARS ARE COMING TO PBS' NATURE 
Protecting the wildlife on Alaska's North Slope has been a longtime 
Audubon priority. Now you can get new insight into this amazing place. 
Read more for information about when the show is airing and public screenings 
that Audubon and our partners are hosting: 
http://www.audubonaction.org/site/R?i=W5ilw6SJNdvdNnaBPToPaA.. 
 

 
Become an Earth Care Congregation 

Is your church involved in caring for God’s creation? Are you looking for resources to start 
caring for the earth? Either way, the new Earth Care Congregations program can help your 
church with this mission. 

The goal of the program is to inspire churches to care for God’s earth in 
a holistic way, through integrating earth care into all of church life.  
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Earth Care Congregations: A Guide to Greening Presbyterian Churches provides 
congregations with worksheets, resources, and instructions for becoming an Earth Care 
Congregation. The Earth Care Congregation certification honors churches that make the 
commitment to be stewards of God’s earth and encourages others to follow their example. 

To become an Earth Care Congregation churches affirm the Earth Care Pledge to integrate 
environmental practices and thinking into all facets of their church life and complete 
projects and activities in the fields of worship, education, facilities, and outreach. 

The list of Earth Care Congregations is growing. Twelve PC(USA) churches have been 
honored as Earth Care Congregations for their commitment to caring for God’s creation. 
Congratulations to these congregations. Learn more about the program and add your 
church’s name to the list. 

If you missed the “Earth Care Congregations and How ENERGY STAR Can Help” webinar in 
October, you can view it and listen to the audio here. Learn more about the offerings from 
ENERGY STAR for Congregations, a program of the Environmental Protection Agency.  

Other links of interest 

Download a study guide on biblical and theological Foundations for Eco-Justice. 

Support Environmental Ministries 

 

2011 Events Calendar – some events/dates that might be of interest  
 
June 20-26 Earth Honoring Faith Series  
http://www.ghostranch.org/courses--retreats/earth-honoring-faith.html 
 
The fourth session in a ten year series at Ghost Ranch Abiquiu, NM is themed This Planet as 
Paradise: Beauty & Ecological Restoration. 
 
August 31 - September 3 Presbyterians for Earth Care Conference 
http://presbyearthcare.org/events2.html 
 
The conference will be held at Highlands Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center in 
Allenspark, CO.  The theme for 2011 is God's Earth:  Too Big to Fail? An Eco-Justice 
Conversation on Faith, Science and Culture. 
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